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3. Affirms the exercise of navigational rights and
freedoms by merchant and commercial vessels,
in accordance with international law, must be
respected, and takes note of the right of
Member States, in accordance with international
law, to defend thelr vessels from attacks,
including those that undermine nav1gat10na1

rights and freedoms (emphasis by red letters
added)
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Only two days ago, the Security Council adopted resolution 2722 (2024),
demanding that the Houthis immediately cease their attacks against commercial
vessels and reaffirming navigational rights and freedoms in the Red Sea. ...In
response, the United States and the United Kingdom have conducted joint strikes
against a number of targets in Houthi-controlled areas yesterday to degrade the
Houthis’s capacity to make additional threats. Japan supports the determination of
the United States, the United Kingdom and relevant countries to fulfil our
responsibility to ensure the free and safe navigation of vessels. To that end, we
understand that those measures are aimed at preventing the further deterioration
of the situation. Japan remains firm in its commitment to not tolerate any action
that could disturb the inalienable freedom of safe navigation and will take the
necessary steps to put an end to Houthi threats while continuing to closely
cooperate with relevant countries.
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