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Europe s Largest Political Party Wants To Stop The Combustion Engine Ban

Home > News > Green

Europe's Largest Political Party Wants To Stop The Combustion Engine Ban

The EPP aims to rethink the continent's green strategy "as soon as possible."

By: Angel Sergeev f in

In June, Europeans will be electing a new European Parliament, one of the European
Union’s seven institutions. The parties that will be involved in the elections are already
working on their programs, and a leaked document reveals Europe’s largest party
might be prepping to delay the internal combustion engine ban on the continent.

Last week, Euractiv obtained a copy of the center-right European People's Party
group's (EPP) manifesto. Manifestos typically aim to provide voters with a glimpse of
the values they endorse when supporting candidates. A key revelation from a
transportation standpoint has stirred interest, expressing the party's commitment to
the phased-out approach of combustion engines in Europe.

"We reject a ban policy — such as the ban on
combustion engines — and will also revise it as soon
as possible.”

Consistently opposing the 2035 internal combustion engine ban, the EPP, led by
German lawmaker Jens Gieseke, who represented the party in discussions on CO2
standards for vehicles, has criticized what they call the Commission’s "prohibition
ideology." Gieseke has long warned against the decision to phase out combustion
engine vehicles, predicting a "Havana effect,” with Europeans continuing to drive old
combustion-powered cars for decades, akin to the situation in the Cuban capital.
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New data reveals that many Europeans
struggle to afford electric cars
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New ACEA data demonstrates that affordability concerns hamper market uptake for
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Vanguard Defects From the Climate Club
(WSJ 2022. 12.12)
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Credit to Vanguard last week for pulling out of the Net Zero Asset Managers (NZAM) pledge to purge fossil fuels and
CO2-emitting companies from its funds. The NZAM initiative is part of the United Nations’ “Glasgow Financial Alliance
for Net Zero” to conscript private capital to drive the left’s climate goals. Asset managers including Vanguard

and BlackRock committed “to support the goal of net zero greenhouse gas (‘GHG’) emissions by 2050, in line with
global efforts to limit warming to 1.5° C (‘net zero emissions by 2050 or sooner’)” and to “support investing aligned
with net zero emissions by 2050 or sooner.”
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According to the German environment ministry, the
ship is carrying 1,600 tons of heavy fuel oil and
another 200 tons of marine diesel oil. There is still
the danger of an environmental disaster.

The Allianz insurance company records that 209 ship
fires were reported last year. That is the highest
number in a decade, up 17% on 2021. Thirteen of
those fires occurred on car carriers — but it is not
clear how many of them involved electric vehicles.

A spokesperson for the International Maritime Organization (IMO) has said that,

in light of the growing number of fires on cargo ships, it plans to bring in new
safety standards for those transporting electric vehicles next year. The IMO,
which is based in London, sets the regulations for safety at sea. The guidelines
could include specifications on how fully a battery can be charged. New
chemicals for extinguishing fires, special fire blankets, battery-penetrating jet
extinguishers, and bigger gaps between electric vehicles could also become
mandatory.
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