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A Return to Eas.t of Suez? 
UK Military Deployment to the Gu 
Gareth Stansfield and Saul Kelly 

Foreword 

Mich ae I Cla rke 

Atatime of e∞nomic retr引 chment and growi ng unce氏ai寸tywithin Europe， 
比mayseemst日 ngethattheUK民 自 性sfuture military security increasingly 
least of Suez'， Such an emotive phrase sugges包 imperialambitions at a time 

when UK armed forces are smaller than theγh.ave be-en for 200 years. But 
there are ∞mpelling reasons for the UK to匂keits Gulf rela百onshipsmuch 
more seriously. 

Themilr旬町 intendsto加 ildu.p a strong shad'ow pre担 n回 aroundthe Gulf; 
not an evident imperiaJ-style footprint， but a smart presence with facilities， 
defence agreeme:lts， rota甘onof training， transit and jumping-off poin 
for forc自 thataIm to be more adaptable and agile as they face the post-
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