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未来のために、芸術は何ができるのか？

What can art do for the future?
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Good Ancestors: Art and Culture 
for Future Generations

CONTRIBUTORS WHO HELPED PREPARE THE EXHIBITION
Alexandra Helfrich, Burbank, CA, USA; Alimi Salifou, Lagos, Nigeria (Partnership for Future Generations 
in Africa, Intergenerational Center for Global Action); Anastasia Evgrafova, Kazakhstan; Anneli Borgmann, 
Halberstadt, Germany (Cage Project); Angelina Kumar, artist from Delhi, India; Anne Beate Hovind, Oslo, 
Norway (Future Library); Barbara Laber, Munich, Germany (Zeitpyramide); Christopher Daniel, London, UK 
(Polysemic, Long Now London); Claire Marshall, Sydney, Australia (Museum of Futures); Claudette Salinas 
Leyva, Mexico, Mexico (SOIF); Danielle Engelman, San Francisco, USA (Long Now Foundation); Erlijn Mulder, 
Utrecht, The Netherlands (Letters of Utrecht); Julia Paes Leme, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil (Museu do Amanhã/
IDG); Georg Weckwerth, Vienna, Austria; Hanneke Verheijke, Utrecht, The Netherlands (Letters of Utrecht); 
Jacob Ellis, Cardiff, Wales; Jem Finer, London, UK (Longplayer); Lisa Russell, Mombasa, Kenya; Lorna 
Okeng, Kampala, Uganda, Art Advisor and Curator of the Great African Arts Banner; Lukas Pfaller, Dresden, 
Germany (Zeitpyramide); Lydia Caldana, São Paulo, Brazil (Future Resources); Mallory Profeta, Utrecht, 
The Netherlands (Long-term Art Projects); Marina Piquet, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil (Museu do Amanhã/IDG); 
Masako Ichihara, Kyoto, Japan (Future Design); Mehdi Nemri, Djerba, Tunisia; Melissa Ingaruca Moreno, 
Lima, Peru (Natura, Mycohakers Berlin); Michael Münker, Utrecht, The Netherlands (milliongenerations.org); 
Muhammad Dauda, Nigeria; Nathan Leonard, Tanzania; Rainer O. Neugebauer, Halberstadt, 
Germany (Cage Project); Ruben van Gogh, Utrecht, The Netherlands (Letters of Utrecht); Richard Fisher, 
London, UK (author ‘The Long View’); Tatsuyoshi Saijo, Kyoto, Japan (Future Design); Umar Sheraz, 
Islamabad, Pakistan (COMSATS University); Vidya Kandadai Giridharan, Vienna, Austria; Werner Waimann, 
Wemding, Germany (Zeitpyramide)

For more information on this exhibition or the IGF Strategy reach out to:
JRC-INTERGENERATIONAL-FAIRNESS@ec.europa.eu

Inspiring the development of the EU Strategy 
on Integrational Fairness 
What is the Intergenerational Fairness Strategy about?
Glenn Micallef is the European Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture and Sport. His 
mission is to ensure that decisions taken today do no harm to future generations and that there is increased 
solidarity and engagement between people of different ages: people who are young, adult, old, and those 
not yet born.
The Strategy on Intergenerational Fairness will generate actions to make our policies more sustainable. It 
will be built on the ideas of all of us, as we are all concerned

What do we want to do?
• Balance the needs and interests of people of all ages.
• Bridge generations for the benefit of all rather than focus on one generation in particular.
• Think about what future generations will need.
• Use science and foresight to make good decisions.
• Plan for the long term to create intergenerationally fair societies.
• Shift the narrative away from conflict between generations toward solidarity and shared responsibility.

In the early 21st Century, short-termism is ubiquitous - and yet the world has never faced so many complex 
challenges that require a long-term perspective to solve. 
While social, economic and technological advances enable some of us to live longer and better lives, we 
have also created pathways to existential risks for humanity. 
We are dependent on one another to create a peaceful, inclusive, just and sustainable world, not only across 
borders but also across time.  

How can we be good ancestors towards future generations and leave a better world behind than the 
one we inherited? 
The 'Good Ancestors' exhibition invites you to journey across time, from the coast of the Indian 
Subcontinent to the depths of the Amazon, exploring art projects, cultural practices and traditions from 
across the world, deeply rooted in intergenerational thinking and our shared human experience.  

Safeguarding future generations may be humanity's most powerful legacy and the key to our 
collective existence. 

ORGANISATION CREDITS 
This exhibition is supported by the European Commission. It is based on the Good Ancestors exhibition that 
was shown in the United Nations General Assembly building in September 2024 and had been organised by the 
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the United Nations and the Permanent Mission of Jamaica 
to the United Nations. The original exhibit was organised by the two missions to the UN (the co-facilitators of the 
negotiations) in support of the UN Declaration on Future Generations. 

PHOTO CREDITS
Cave of the Hands: 1. © Pablo Gimenez; 2. CC BY-SA 3.0 by Fjturban; 3. CC-BY-SA 2.0 Carlos Alberto Zito 
Ancestors Dreaming: Laurielle Noel © Ainsley Burrows (3x) 
Future Library: 1+2. Kristin von Hirsch; 3. Einar Aslaksen all © Katie Paterson Studios 
Great African Art Banner: 1+3. © Emmanuel Motta/GAAB; 2. © Collin Isimbwa / GAAB
Time Pyramid 1+2. © Felix Schmitt; 3. © Oliver Waimann 
Uffington Horse: © Peter Landers (3x)
Clock of the Long Now: Chris Baldwin & Jesse Chandler  © The Long Now Foundation (3x)
Fishermen and the Ocean: © Subodh Kerkar (3x)
Longplayer: 1. © James Whitaker; 2+3. © Jem Finer
Spirits of Transformation: © Paulo Desana (3x)
Cage Project: © John Cage Organ Foundation (3x)
Ghost Island: © Lisandro Suriel (3x)
Future Design: 1. © Reiichiro Ishii; 2+3. © Tatsuyoshi Saijo, Yahaba FDWS 
Fungal Futures: 1+2. © Melissa Ingaruca Moreno; 3. © Kira Koch / Melissa Ingaruca Moreno
De Letters van Utrecht: 1+2. © Dick Sijtsma; 3. © Ramses Singeling - Pergamijn 
Collective Time Capsule: 1. © Angelina Kumar & Hanneke Verheijke; 2+3. © Martin Kunze
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Good Ancestors exhibtion (EU and UN)
https://milliongenerations.org/index.php?title=Good_Ancestors_exhibition_2024

Future Design at UN and EU Commission
Prof. Tatsuyoshi Saijo, Dr. Masako Ichihara
Design exhibited jacket Toshiko Fujita

Letters of Utrecht 
Foundation Letters van Utrecht delettersvanutrecht.nl
Font by Hanneke Verheijke
Poets, stone masons and contributors see delettersvanutrecht.nl

Long-term art projects
milliongenerations.org/index.php?title=LTAP
Stiftung 7000 Eichen 7000-eichen.de
Long Now Foundation longnow.org
Foundation Letters van Utrecht delettersvanutrecht.nl
Future Library Trust futurelibrary.no, Katie Paterson Studios
Longplayer Trust longplayer.org
John-Cage-Orgel-Stiftung Halberstadt www.aslsp.org
Stiftung Wemdinger Zeitpyramide zeitpyramide.de

Additional images
Chantal Heijnen chantalheijnen.com (New York Sep 2024)
Sunshine Mathon (slide 1&last)
Mariano Cecowski (Cava de los manos)
Michael Münker where not otherwise indicated

Ideas
Don’t know where they come from

Presentation CC-BY-SA                except images where CC is not mentioned, 
those are copyright of respective owners
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2008-2034

how can there be most happiness?
 

Assume a very long future:

communication

understanding

billions of years…
2012- Letters of Utrecht

2022- Long-term art projects

2024- Good Ancestors exhibition

more Saturdays / surviving progress 
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Letters van Utrecht
2012 – 
for as long as 
there are 
Saturdays



2000

2100

2200 2300
…
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Letters van Utrecht
2012 – 
for as long as 
there are 
Saturdays
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Letters van Utrecht
2012 – 
for as long as 
there are 
Saturdays



Only you remain in 
the long run

⻑い⽬で⾒れば、残
るのはあなただけだ。

delettersvanutrecht.nl



Oldest art ~70.000 (or 500.000?) years old

Credit: Mariano Cecowski

Cava de los manos, Argentina ~9.000 - 13.000 years









Good Ancestors exhibition September 2024 @ UN
16 projects to inspire emotional connection
to support UN Declaration on Future Generations

(c) chantalheijnen.com(c) chantalheijnen.com





Good Ancestors exhibition in 2025 
@ European Commission
to support European Strategy of 
Intergenerational Fairness



Emotional connections with future generations

European Commission gathers more examples
to expand the Good Ancestors exhibition and 
communicate Intergenerational Fairness

Which things work for you?
The world, especially Japan, must have many examples
Together they inspire a connection with future generations

Feeling future generations helps us connect with each other
All far descendants are shared
Their existence is our common goal
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